
 
What a Great Idea! Task Card 

 

Partner A Partner B 
Preview the Text:  Based on the title and a picture walk, what do you think 
this book will be about?  Name that invention that benefits you on a daily 

basis.        

Read Aloud  

pages 4 – 5   

€ Listen to your partner read aloud. 

€ Tell your partner what an inventor is.   

€ Tell your partner how Hsi Ling Shi 

invented silk.   
€ Listen to your partner read aloud.  

€ Tell your partner what Chester 
Greenwood invented and why.   

€ Tell your partner about a time 
when you have ever had to use a 
kiddie stool.  Who do you have to 

thank for that?         

Read Aloud 

pages 6 – 9   

Read Aloud  

pages 10 – 11  

€ Listen to your partner read aloud.  

€ Tell your partner why 

inventors need patent lawyers.  

€ Tell your partner the steps to 

get a patent.    

€  Listen to your partner read aloud.  

€ Tell your partner about Josh 

Parson’s invention.  Can you think 
of an invention that might help 
others?    

Read Aloud 

pages 12 – 13  

Read Aloud  

pages 14 – 15   

€ Listen to your partner read aloud. 

€ Tell your partner why you think the 

author included the section about 
Elizabeth Low’s invention.  

€ Listen to your partner read aloud.  

€ Tell your partner about an 
invention that you might like to 
create.  What are the steps you 
need to take to do so? 

Read Aloud  

pages 16 – 17   

Read Aloud 

pages 18 – 19    

€ Listen to your partner read aloud.   

€ Tell your partner some of the 
suggestions the author gives for 

coming up with a new invention 
idea.     

 

Reader Response Activities  
 

Directions: For each invention the author describes, she explains why it 
was invented. Use the chart below to list each inventor’s invention and 

why it was invented.  

 

 

Invention Why it was invented 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

 

   
Vocabulary: Write the vocabulary word that best completes the sentence.   

 

5. People who saw Chester Greenwood’s invention looked at him  

_______________________. 

6. When Jeannie Lowe invented her step stool, she realized that a magnet would 

________________ her to keep the step in place.  

7. People in Florida may have thought Chester’s invention was 

________________ but for people from cold climates, earmuff’s became essential.   

8. After the young empress Hsi Ling Shi invented silk, all of her ____________ 

began wearing silk. 

9. Over the years, some ________________ have tried to steal the ideas of 

creative inventors, but few have succeeded.   


